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This Reply is in response to the Restriction Requirement mailed on December 15, 2006 

in connection with the above-identified patent application. 

The Examiner requires restriction to one of the following groups: 

Embodiment 1 : A ranking system that ranks randomly ordered search results with 

searches over collections of digital artifacts (Figure 1). 
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Embodiment 2: An alternative ranking system that employs relevance functions to rank 
search results (Figures 2 and 6). 

Embodiment 3 : An alternative ranking system that utilizes thresholding to facilitate 
returning ranked search results (Figure 3). 

Embodiment 4: A searching system that ranks returned results based on relevance (Figure 

4). 

Embodiment 5 : An alternative searching system that ranks returned results based on 
relevance (Figure 5). 

Applicants' representative hereby elects with traverse Embodiment 1 for further 
prosecution on the merits. At least claims 1-16 read on this species. 

Should there be any questions regarding this paper, the Examiner is invited to contact 
applicants' undersigned representative at the telephone number below. 

In the event any fees are due in connection with this document, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge those fees to Deposit Account No. 50-1063 [MSFTP594US]. 
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